LIFE AND WORKS OF VAZHAKUNNAM VASUDEVAN NAMBVDIRI

SANTISANDESAM44

The set of 101 verses written in Arya metre under the caption
Santisandesam has been published as an appendix to the drama
Rukmini of Vazhakunnam. Its pages are found numbered sepa-
rately suggesting it to be an independent work. The simple
Malayalam poems are written by Vazhakunnam purposefully to
highlight the importance ofBhagavatapurana. He emphasises the
role of the purana to root out the evil tendencies of the mind.45
He points out that the vamana of Lord Krishna is definitely a
solace to an ordinary man unable td describe the all pervading
Brahma.46 He demonstrates the merits of reading Bhagavata by
illustrating the example ofVilvamangalam.47 Through the lines of
this short work Vazhakunnam has gradually tried to project the
various influencing factors of the purana. He has tried to provide
examples, stories, personalities and situations as proof. He is
found successful in his effort in enlisting his arguments in favour of
Bhagavata.
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45. Santisandesam of Vazhakunnam, Verse 9, p.2.

46. Ibid, verse 19, p.4.
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